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CENTRAL INTELLICENGCE " AGENCY

6 May 1953

SUBJFCT: NTE=96: THAILAND®S ABILITY TO WITHSTAND COMMUNIST
PRESSURES OR ATTACKS ‘
{Draft for Board Consideration)

DROBLEM

To estimate the political, military, and economic strength of
Thalland, with particular reference to Thailand®s ability to with-

stand sxtarnal and internal Communist pressurbs or attacks

QUEST IONS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM

I, THAILAND”S POLITICAL, HILITARYQ AND ECONOMIC STRENGIHS AND
K BS

‘How do the following factors affect Thailand®s ability to

withstand external and internal Communist pressures or attacks:

A, Palitical factors

1., What is the extent and nature of public support of the
Thai national governmeﬁt? Of the provincial and local

governments?
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2, VWhat is the effectiveness of povernmental administration
at the national, provincial, and local levels?

3. What problems of political stability, internal order,
and military effectiveness exist as a result of the
struggle for power wiﬁhin the Thai government?

L, What is the strength, disposition, and elfectiveness of
dissident volitical and para-military groups within
Thailand?

8. Viet Minh groups and sympathizers among the Vietnamase
population of Thailand?
b, Viet Minh groups and sympathlizers among other ethnie
groups?
¢, Communlsts and Communist sympathizers among Thalland's
Chinese population?
d. Dissident Thal groups?
-{1) Thai Communists and Communist sympathizers?
(2) Pridi and his adherents, and their ties, if any,
to Commnist-inspired activities in Communist
Ching and Southeast Asia?
{(3) Other dissident Thai poiitical groups?

9. What is the effectiveness of governmental control of dissi-

| dent elsments and activities at the nationa , provj.ncial9

and local lsvels?
@2.:
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6. What attitudes, of importance to Thailand’s ability teo

withstand external and internal Communist pressures or

attacks, exlst aﬁong‘the Thai egovernment and public with

respe¢t to:

do
be
Co

ds

! Qo

Thailand®s international erientation?

The war in Indochina?

The war in Korea?

Coﬁmunist China, and in particular the recently-

established “Thai Autonomous Area" invsouthern Asia?

_Events elsewhere in Southeast Asia?

(7. What trends in the avove stvrengung, weakiiesses, and at-

titudes may be expected in the foreseeable future?

B, ‘Nilitary factors

1. What is the current strength, disposition, and combat

effectivensss of Thailand®s:

aa
be
Cs

do

N

Army?
Naﬁy?
Adir Force?

Police forces?

'?, What problems of politigal reliability, if any, exist

.gmong Thailand's military and police forces?
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3., What problems of loglstic suprort exist?
L. What trends in the above strengths and weak.esses may

be expected in the foreseeable future?

C. Economle factors
19. Whai a}e the principal economic strengthé and weaknesses
of Thailand which would affect its ability to withstand
external and internal Communist pressures or attacks?

What trends may be expected in these strengths and weak-

[
o

nesses in the foreseeable future?

TI, THAJLAND®S CAPABILITIES TO WITHSTAND COMMUNIST PRESSURES OR
AFTACES -

A, Communist pressures

1. What capabilities would Thailand have, under present
circumstaqces, to withstand such external Cqmmunist pressures
as:

a. Trade inducements, and other "peace offensive"” tactles?

be. Demands that Thailand pursue a more neutralist foreign
policy? Withdraw from the Korean war? Withdraw its
recognition of the Associated States of Indochina?
Withdraw its recognition of Nationalist China?

¢, Demands for boundary "rectiflication?"

d., Demands that Thailand alter its government to suit

Communist desires?
SRR
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What capabilities would Thailand have, under presenﬁ
circumstances; to withstand such internal Communist
bpéessures ast -
a; Communiste-inspired $ubversioh, strikes, and sabotage?
b, The creation of a Cpmmnnistwinspired9 énd perhaps
Pridi;haadga, "Free Thai GOVernmént," eithér in

Communist China, Indochima, or Thailand?

B, Communist attacks

1.

2,

3o

hc—‘

| what capability would Thailand have to counter an in-
vasion of Thailand in the immediate future by Indochinese
Communist units?
An invasion by indochinese~units at any time following
the end of the 1953 rziny season, and after Indochinese
Commanist units had:coﬁsolidated recent gains made within
Indochina? |

_Anvinvasion by major Chinese Communist unita, suppofted
or not supported by Indochinese and Burmese Cormunist
units, at any tine? i

What capabilities would Thailand have to counter Communist-

inspired armed insurrection within Thailand, at any time

in the foreseeaﬁle future?
=5 =
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C. Contingencies affecting Thai capabilities
In what manner would the above Thai capabilities to withstand
extarnal and internal Communist pessures and attacks be affected
by ‘
1, Events in Indochina?
| a. A major gain in Communist strength, and the consoli-
dation of Communist strength on Thailand's northern
and eastern borders?

b, A major decline in Communist strength, and the removal
of Communist strength from Thailand's borders?

e, A continuation of indeciszive waffare in Indochina,
with 1ittle or no comsolidation of Communist strength,
~n Thailand's borders?

2, Western assistance to Thailand?

s, A major increase in Western aid, including guarantees
of Thailand's security? o

b. A major decrease in Western aid and commitments?

¢. GContinuation of the present level and nature of Western.
ald and commitments?

3, Events in Korea?

a, An armistice?

b, A major intensification or expansion of the Korean war?

c, A continuation of indecisive warfare in Korea?

o Possible events elsewhere iﬁ Southeast Asia?

' g, Others?
c::éc
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